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Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie : Madras is not practically kept out of
the army. Government gladly acknowledge the gallant services
of the Madrasis in the army and they are now recruited to
those Units where experience has proved them to be best.
There are some 4,500 serving chiefly in the Sappers and
Miners and Artillery.

Mr. S. Satyamurti: Out of a total of 120,000 ?
Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie: About that.

Mr. S. Satyamurti: May 1 take it, that, that is a proper
proportion, considering the population of Madras, the revenue
that Madras pays to the Central exchequer, and the necessity
of having a national army recruited from all the provinces ?

Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie: The only necessity we recognise is
to obtain the best possible army.

Mr. S. Satyamurti: May I know by what tests Government
have come to the conclusion that provinces other than the
Punjab cannot supply the best elements in the Indian Army ?

Mr. Ogilvie : By experience.

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmed: May 1 ask if it is not a fact that
all branches of Accounts Department are monopolised by the
Madrasis and will Government immediately reduce the number
in proportion to their numerical strength in India ?

Mr. Ogilvie: 1 do not see how that arises from this question
either, but the Government are again not prepared to sacrifice
efficiency for any provincial cause.

Indian Regiment consisting of Indians belonging to Different
Castes™

Q. 1078 : Mr. M. Anantasayanam Ayyangar (on behalf of
Mr. Manu Subedar):

(a) Will the Defence Secretary state whether any experiment
has ever been made under British rule of having an
Indian regiment consisting of Indians recruited from
different provinces and belonging to the different
castes and sections, such as Sikhs, Mahrattas, Rajputs,
Brahmins and Muslims ?

*Legislative Assembly Debates, 1938, Vol. VI, page 2478.
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(b) If the reply to part (a) be in the negative, can a statement
of Government’s policy in this regard be made giving
reasons why it has not been considered proper to take
such action ?

(c¢) Is His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief prepared to
take up this matter with His Majesty’s Government ?

(d) Are Government aware that in the University Corps
and in the Bombay Scout Movement, and in the Police
Forces of the country, there is no separation by caste
or creed ?

Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie :

(a) No.

(b) Government regard it as a fundamental principle of
organization that Military Sub-Units, such as companies
and squadrons, must be homogeneous.

(¢) No, for the reason just mentioned.

(d) Yes.

Mr. S. Satyamurti: May I know the meaning which
Government attach to the word “homogeneous” ? Does it mean
from the same province or the same community ?

Mr. C.M.G. Ogilvie: It means that they must belong to

the same class of persons.

Mr. S. Satyamurti: May 1 ask for some elucidation of
this point ? Do they make distinction between one class and
another ?

Mr. C.M.G. Ogilvie : Certainly.

Mr. S. Satyamurti : On what basis ? Is it religious class or
racial class or provincial class ?

Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie : Neither. It is largely racial class.

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Which races are preferred and which
are not preferred ?

Mr. C.M.G. Ogilvie: 1 refer the Honourable Member to
the Army List.

Recruitment to the Indian Army.*

*Legislative Assembly Debates, 1938, Vol. VI, page 2754.
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Q. 1162: Mr. Brojendra Narayan Chaudhary: Will the
Defence Secretary please state :—

(a) Whether the attention of Government has been drawn
to the address of the Punjab’s Premier, the Hon’ble Sir
Sikander Hyat Khan to his brother soldiers, in these
words : “No patriotic Punjabi would wish to impair
Punjab’s position of supremacy in the Army,” as reported
by the Associated Press of India in the Hindustan Times
of the 5th September 1938; and

(b) Whether it is the policy of Government to maintain the
supremacy of Punjabis in the army by continuing to
recruit the major portion from the Punjab; or to attempt
recruitment of the Army from all the provinces without
racial or provincial considerations ?

Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie :
(a) Yes.

(b) 1 refer the Honourable Member to replies I gave to the
supplementary questions arising from starred question
No. 1060 asked by Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya
on 15th September 1938.

Mr. S. Satyamurti: With reference to the answer to part
(a) of the question, my Honourable friend referred to previous
answers. As far as I remember, they were not given after
this statement was brought before this House. May I know
if the Government of India have examined this statement
of the Punjab Premier, “No patriotic Punjabi would wish to
impair Punjab’s position of supremacy in the Army” ? May I
know whether Government have considered the dangerous
implications of this statement and will they take steps to
prevent a responsible Minister going about and claiming
provincial or communal supremacy in the Indian Army, which
ought to remain Indian first and Indian last ?

Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie: 1 can only answer in exactly the
same words as I answered to a precisely similar question of
the Hon’ble Member on the 15th September last. The policy of
Government with regard to the recruitment has been repeatedly
stated and is perfectly clear.
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Mr. S. Satyamurti: That policy is to get the best material
and I am specifically asking my Honourable friend—I hope
he realises the implications of that statement of the Punjab
Premier. I want to know whether the Government have
examined the dangerous implications of any provincial
Premier claiming provincial supremacy in the Indian Army
and whether they propose to take any steps to correct this
dangerous misapprehension ?

Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie : Government consider that there are
no dangerous implications whatever but rather the reverse.

Mr. Satyamurti: Do Government accept the supremacy of
any province or any community as desirable consideration,
even if it is a fact, to be uttered by responsible public men
and do not the Government consider that this will give rise to
communal and provincial quarrels and jealousies inside the,
army and possibly a military dictatorship in this country ?

Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie: Government consider that none of
these forebodings have any justification at all.

Mr. M. S. Aney: Do the Government subscribe to the policy
implied in the statement of Sir Sikander Hyat Khan ?

Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie: Government’s policy has been
repeatedly stated and made clear.

Mr. M. S. Aney: Is it the policy that the Punjab should
have its supremacy in the Army ?

Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie : The policy 1s that the best material
should be recruited for the Army.

Mr. M.S. Aney: 1 again repeat the question. Is it the
policy of Government that Punjab should have supremacy in
the Army ?

Mr. C.M.G. Ogilvie: 1 have repeatedly answered that
question. The policy is that the Army should get the best
material from all provinces and Government are quite satisfied
that it has the best material at present.

Mr. M. S. Aney: Is it not, therefore, necessary that
Government should make a statement modifying the policy
suggested by Sir Sikander Hyat Khan ?.
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Mr.

C. M. G. Ogilvie: Government have no intention

whatever of changing their policy in particular.

Another interpellation took place on 23rd November 1938
when the question stated below was asked :—

Recruitment to the Indian Army from the Central Provinces
and Berar*

Q.

1402 : Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Will the Defence

Secretary please state :—

(@)

(b)
(c)

(@)

The centres in the Central Provinces and Berar for
recruiting men for the Indian Army ;

The classes from which such men are recruited;

The proportion of the men from the C. P. & Berar in
the Army to the total strength of the Army, as well as
to the population of these provinces ; and

The present policy of recruitment, and if it is going to
be revised; if not, why not ?

Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie :

(a) There are no recruiting centres in the C. P. or Berar. Men

(b)

(c)

(@)

residing in the C. P. are in the area of the Recruiting
Officer, Delhi, and those of Berar in the area of the
Recruiting Officer, Poona.

Mahrattas of Berar are recruited as a separate class.
Other Hindus and Mussalmans who are recruited
from the C. P. and Berar are classified as “Hindus”
or “Musalmans”, and are not entered under any class
denomination.

The proportion to the total strength of the Army is .03
per cent. and the proportion to the total male population
of these provinces is .0004 per cent.

There is at present no intention of revising the
present policy, the reasons for which were stated
in my reply to a supplementary question arising
out of Mr. Satyamurti’s starred question No. 1060,
on the 15th September 1938, and in answer to
part (a) of starred question No. 1086 asked by

*Legislative Assembly Debates, 1938, Vol. VII, page 3313.
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Mian Ghulam Kadir Muhammad Shahban on the same
date, and in the reply of His Excellency the Commander-
in-Chief to the debates in the Council of State on
the Honourable Mr. Sushil Kumar Roy Chaudhary’s
Resolution regarding military training for Indians on
the 21st February 1938 and on the Honourable Mr. P.
N. Sapru’s Resolution on the recruitment of all classes
to the Indian Army in April 1935.

This was followed by an interpellation on 6th February

1939,

when the below mentioned question was asked :—

Recruitment to the Indian Army*

Q.

129: Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will the Defence Secretary be

pleased to state:

(@)

(b)
(©)

(d)

Whether Government have since the last answer on
this question reconsidered the question of recruiting to
the Indian Army from all provinces and from all castes
and communities ;

Whether they have come to any conclusion ;

Whether Government will categorically state the reasons
as to why other provinces and communities are not
allowed to serve in the army ; and

What are the tests by which they have come to the
conclusion that other provinces and other communi-
ties than those from whom recruitment is made to the
Indian Army to-day cannot come up to the standard of
efficiency required of the Indian Army ?

Mr. C.M.G. Ogilvie :

(@)
(b)
(©)

No.
Does not arise.

and (d) The reasons have been categorically stated
in my replies to starred questions Nos. 1060 and
1086 of 15th September 1938, No. 1162 of 20th
September 1938 and No. 1402 of 23rd November
1938 and also in the replies of His Excellency
the Commander-in-Chief in the Council of State

*Legislative Assembly Debates, 1939, Vol. I, page 253.
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to the debates on the Honourable Mr. P. N. Sapru’s
Resolution regarding recruitment of all classes to the
Indian Army and the Honourable Mr. Sushil Kumar
Roy Chaudhary’s Resolution regarding Military training
for Indians, on the 13th March 1935 and 21st February
1938 respectively.

This conspiracy of silence on the part of the Government
of India, was quite recently broken by the Secretary of State
for India, who came forward to give the fullest information
on this most vital and most exciting subject, in answer to a
question in the House of Commons. From his answer given on
8th July 1943 we know the existing communal and provincial
composition of the Indian Army to be as follows :—

I. Provincial Composition of the Indian Army

Province Percentage Province Pf?;:_
1. Punjab 50 7. Bengal Presidency 2
2. U.P. 15 8. C.P. & Berar
3. Madras Presidency 10 9. Assam 5
4.  Bombay Presidency 10 10. Bihar
5. N. W. F. Province 5 11. Orissa
6. Ajmere & Merwara 3 12. Nepal 8

II. Communal Composition of the Indian Army

1. Muslims 34 p.c.
2. Hindus & Gurkhas 50 p.c.
3. Sikhs 10 p.c.
4, Christians & The Rest 6 p.c.

The information given by the Secretary of State is indeed
very welcome. But, this is the war-time composition of the Indian
Army. The peace-time composition must be very different. It
rested on the well-known distinction between the Martial and
Non-Martial Races. That distinction was abolished during the
War. There is, however, no certainty that it will not be revived
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now that peace has returned. What we want to know is the
peacetime communal composition of the Indian Army. That
still remains an unknown fact and a subject of speculation.

Some say that the normal pre-war proportion of Muslims
was between 60 and 70 p.c. Others say that it is somewhere
in the neighbourhood of 50 p.c. In the absence of exact
information, one could well adopt the latter figure as
disclosing the true situation especially, when on inquiry,
it happens to be confirmed by those who are in a position
to form some idea on the matter. Even if the proportion
be 50% it is high enough to cause alarm to the Hindus. If
this is true, it is a flagrant violation of well established
principles of British Army policy in India, adopted after
the Mutiny.

After the Mutiny, the British Government ordered two
investigations into the organization of the Indian Army. The
first investigation was carried out by the Peel Commission
which was appointed in 1859. The second investigation was
undertaken by a body, called the Special Army Committee,
appointed in 1879 to which reference has already been made.

The principal question considered by the Peel Commission
was to find out the weaknesses in the Bengal Army, which
led to the Mutiny of 1857. The Peel Commission was told
by witness after witness that the principal weakness in
the Bengal Army which mutinied was that

“In the ranks of the regular Army men stood mixed up
as chance might befall. There was no separating by class
and clan into Companies ........... In the lines, Hindu and
Mahomedan, Sikh and Poorbeah were mixed up, so that
each and all lost to some extent their racial prejudice

and became inspired with one common sentiment.”*

It was, therefore, proposed by Sir John Lawrence that
in organizing the Indian Army care should be taken “to
preserve that distinctiveness which is so valuable, and
while it lasts, makes the Mahomedan of one country
despise, fear or dislike the Mahomedan of another;
Corps should in future be provincial, and adhere to
the geographical limits within which differences and

*MacMunn and Lovett, The Armies of India, pp. 84-85, quoted by Chaudhari.
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rivalries are strongly marked. Let all races, Hindu or Ma-
homedan of one province be enlisted in one regiment and no
others, and having created distinctive regiments, let us keep
them so, against the hour of need........ By the system thus
indicated two great evils are avoided : firstly, that community
of feeling throughout the native army and that mischievous
political activity and intrigue which results from association
with other races and travel in other Indian provinces.” *

This proposal was supported by many military men
before the Peel Commission and was recommended by it as a
principle of Indian Army Policy. This principle was known as
the principle of Class Composition.

The Special Army Committee of 1879 was concerned with
quite a different problem. What the problem was, becomes
manifest from the questionnaire issued by the Committee. The
questionnaire included the following question :—

“If the efficient and available reserve of the Indian
Army is considered necessary for the safety of the Empire,
should it not be recruited and maintained from those
parts of the country which give us best soldiers, rather
than among the weakest and least warlike races of India,
due regard, of course, being had to the necessity of not
giving too great strenght or prominence to any particular
race or religious group and with due regard to the safety
of the Empire ?”

The principal part of the question is obviously the necessity
or otherwise of “not giving too great strength or prominence
to any particular race or religious group”. On this question
official opinion expressed before the Committee was unanimous.

Lt.-General H. J. Warres, Commander-in-Chief of the
Bombay Army, stated :—

“I consider it is not possible to recruit the reserve
of the Indian Army altogether from those parts of India
which are said to produce best soldiers, without giving
undue strength and prominence to the races and religions
of these countries.”

The Commander-in-Chief, Sir Frederick P. Haines, said:—

“Distinct in race, language and interests from the more numerous
Army of Bengal, it is, in my opinion, eminently politic and wise

*As quoted by Chaudhari.
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to maintain these armies (the Madras and Bombay Armies)
as a counterpoise to it, and I would in no way diminish
their strength in order that a reserve composed of what is
called ‘the most efficient fighting men whom it is possible
to procure’ may be established. If by this it is meant to
replace Sepoys of Madras and Bombay by a reserve of
men passed through the ranks of the Bengal Army and
composed of the same classes of which it is formed, I
would say, that anything more unwise or more impolitic
could hardly be conceived.”

The Lt.-Governor of the Punjab also shared this view. He
too declared that he was “opposed to having one recruiting
field for the whole armies” in India. “It will be necessary,”
he added, “for political reasons, to prevent preponderance
of one nationality.”

The Special Committee accepted this view and
recommended that the composition of the Indian Army should
be so regulated that there should be no predominance of
any one community or nationality in the Army.

These two principles have the governing principles of
Indian Army policy. Having regard to the principle laid down
by the Special Army Committee of 1879, the changes that
have taken place in the communal composition of the Indian
Army amount to a complete revolution. How this revolution
was allowed to take place is beyond comprehension. It is
a revolution which has taken place in the teeth of a well
established principle. The principle was really suggested
by the fear of the growing predominance of the men of
the North-West in the Indian Army and was invoked with
the special object of curbing that tendency. The principle
was not only enunciated as a rule of guidance but was
taken to be rigorously applied. Lord Roberts, who was
opposed to this principle because it set a limit upon the
recruitment of his pet men of the North-West, had to bow
to this principle during his regime as the Commander-in-
Chief of India. So well was the principle respected that
when in 1903, Lord Kitchener entered upon the project
of converting fifteen regiments of Madrasis into Punjab
regiments, he immediately set up a counterpoise to the Sikhs
and the Punjabi Musalmans by raising the proportion of
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the Gurkhas and the Pathans. As Sir George Arthur, his
biographer, says :—

“The Government, mindful of the lesson taught by
the Mutiny, was alive to the danger of allowing any one
element in the Indian Army to preponderate unduly. An
increase in the Punjabee infantry had as its necessary
sequel a further recruitment of the wvaluable Gurkha
material and the enlistment of more trans-border Pathans
in the Frontier Militia.”

That a principle, so unanimously upheld and so rigorously
applied upto the period of the Great War, should have been
thrown to the wind after the Great War, without ceremony and
without compunction and in a clandestine manner, is really
beyond comprehension. What is the reason which has led the
British to allow so great a preponderance of the Muslims in
the Indian Army ? Two explanations are possible. One is that
the Musalmans really proved, in the Great War, that they
were better soldiers than the Hindus. The second explanation
is that the British have broken the rule and have given the
Musalmans such a dominating position in the Army because
they wanted to counteract the forces of the Hindu agitation
for wresting political power from the hands of the British.

Whatever be the explanation, two glaring facts stand out
from the above survey. One is that the Indian Army today is
predominantly Muslim in its composition. The other is that
the Musalmans who predominate are the Musalmans from the
Punjab and the N. W. F. P. Such a composition of the Indian
Army means that the Musalmans of the Punjab and the N.
W. F. P. are made the sole defenders of India from foreign
invasion. So patent has this fact become that the Musalmans
of the Punjab and the N. W. F. P. are quite conscious of this
proud position which has been assigned to them by the British,
for reasons best known to them. For, one often hears them
say that they are the ‘gatekeepers’ of India. The Hindus must
consider the problem of the defence of India in the light of
this crucial fact.

How far can the Hindus depend upon these ‘gate-keepers’ to
hold the gate and protect the liberty and freedom of India ? The
answer to this question must depend upon who comes to force the
gate open. It is obvious that there are only two foreign countries
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which are likely to force this gate from the North-West side
of India, Russia or Afghanistan, the borders of both of which
touch the border of India. Which of them will invade India
and when, no one can say definitely. If the invasion came from
Russia, it may be hoped that these gate-keepers of India will
be staunch and loyal enough to hold the gate and stop the
invader. But suppose the Afghans singly or in combination with
other Muslim States march on India, will these gate-keepers
stop the invaders or will they open the gates and let them
in ? This is a question which no Hindu can afford to ignore.
This is a question on which every Hindu must feel assured,
because it is the most crucial question.

It is possible to say that Afghanistan will never think of
invading India. But a theory is best tested by examining its
capacity to meet the worst case. The loyalty and dependability
of this Army of the Punjabi and N. W. F. P. Muslims can only
be tested by considering how it will behave in the event of
an invasion by the Afghans. Will they respond to the call of
the land of their birth or will they be swayed by the call of
their religion, is the question which must be faced if ultimate
security is to be obtained. It is not safe to seek to escape from
these annoying and discomforting questions by believing that
we need not worry about a foreign invasion so long as India is
under the protection of the British. Such a complacent attitude
is unforgivable to say the least. In the first place, the last war
has shown that a situation may arise when Great Britain may
not be able to protect India, although, that is the time when
India needs her protection most. Secondly, the efficiency of an
institution must be tested under natural conditions and not
under artificial conditions. The behaviour of the Indian soldier
under British control is artificial. His behaviour when he is
under Indian control is his natural behaviour. British control
does not allow much play to the natural instincts and natural
sympathies of the men in the Army. That is why the men in
the Army behave so well. But that is an artificial and not a
natural condition. That the Indian Army behaves well under
British control is no guarantee of its good behaviour under
Indian control. A Hindu must be satisfied that it will behave
as well when British control is withdrawn.
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The question how this army of the Punjabi and the N.
W. F. P. Muslims will behave if Afghanistan invades India,
is a very pertinent and crucial question and must be faced,
however unpleasant it may be.

Some may say—why assume that the large proportion
of Muslims in the Army is a settled fact and that it cannot
be unsettled ? Those who can unsettle it are welcome to
make what efforts they can. But, so far as one can see, it is
not going to be unsettled. On the contrary, I should not be
surprised if it was entered in the constitution, when revised,
as a safeguard for the Muslim Minority. The Musalmans
are sure to make this demand and as against the Hindus,
the Muslims somehow always succeed. We must, therefore,
proceed on the assumption that the composition of the
Indian Army will remain what it is at present. The basis
remaining the same, the question to be pursued remains
what it was : Can the Hindus depend upon such an Army
to defend the country against the invasion of Afghanistan ?
Only the so-called Indian Nationalists will say ‘yes’ to it.
The boldest among the realists must stop to think before
he can give an answer to the question. The realist must
take note of the fact that the Musalmans look upon the
Hindus as Kaffirs, who deserve more to be exterminated
than protected. The realist must take note of the fact
that while the Musalman accepts the European as his
superior, he looks upon the Hindu as his inferior. It is
doubtful how far a regiment of Musalmans will accept the
authority of their Hindu officers if they be placed under
them. The realist must take note that of all the Musalmans,
the Musalman of the North-West is the most disaffected
Musalman in his relation with the Hindus. The realist must
take note that the Punjabi Musalman is fully susceptible
to the propaganda in favour of Pan-Islamism. Taking note
of all these considerations, there can be very little doubt
that he would be a bold Hindu who would say that in any
invasion by Muslim countries, the Muslims in the Indian
Army would be loyal and that there is no danger of their
going over to the invader. Even Theodore Morrison*, writing

*Imperial Rule in India, page 5.
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in 1899, was of the opinion that—

“ The views held by the Mahomedans (certainly the
most aggressive and truculent of the peoples of India)
are alone sufficient to prevent the establishment of an
independent Indian Government. Were the Afghan to
descend from the north upon an autonomous India, the
Mahomedans, instead of uniting with the Sikhs and the
Hindus to repel him, would be drawn by all the ties of
kinship and religion to join his flag.”

And when it is recalled that in 1919 the Indian
Musalmans who were carrying on the Khilafat movement
actually went to the length of inviting the Amir of
Afghanistan to invade India, the view expressed by Sir
Theodore Morrison acquires added strength and ceases to
be a matter of mere speculation.

How this Army composed of the Muslims of the Punjab
and N. W. F. P. will behave in the case of an invasion by
Afghanistan is not the only question which the Hindus
are called upon to consider. There is another and equally
important question on which the Hindus must ponder. That
question 1s: Will the Indian Government be free to use this
Army, whatever its loyalties, against the invading Afghans ?
In this connection, attention must be drawn to the stand
taken by the Muslim League. It is to the effect that the
Indian Army shall not be used against Muslim powers. There
1s nothing new in this. This principle was enunciated by the
Khilafat Committee long before the League. Apart from this,
the question remains how far the Indian Muslims will, in
future, make it their article of faith. That the League has
not succeeded in this behalf against the British Government
does not mean that it will not succeed against an Indian
Government. The chances are that it will, because, however
unpatriotic the principle may be from the standpoint of the
Hindus, it is most agreeable to the Muslim sentiment and
the League may find a sanction for it in the general support
of the Muslim community in India. If the Muslim League
succeeds in enforcing this limitation upon India’s right to
use her fighting forces, what is going to be the position of
the Hindus ? This is another question which the Hindus
have to consider.
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If India remains politically one whole and the two-nation
mentality created by Pakistan continues to be fostered, the
Hindus will find themselves between the devil and the deep
sea, so far as the defence of India is concerned. Having an
Army, they will not be free to use it because the League objects.
Using it, it will not be possible to depend upon it because its
loyalty is doubtful. This is a position which is as pathetic as
it is precarious. If the Army continues to be dominated by the
Muslims of the Punjab and the N. W. F. P., the Hindus will
have to pay it but will not be able to use it and even if they
were free to use it against a Muslim invader, they will find it
hazardous to depend upon it. If the League view prevails and
India does not remain free to use her Army against Muslim
countries, then, even if the Muslims lose their predominance
in the Army, India on account of these military limitations,
will have to remain on terms of subordinate co-operation with
the Muslim countries on her border, as do the Indian States
under British paramountcy.

The Hindus have a difficult choice to make : to have a safe
Army or a safe border. In this difficulty, what is the wisest
course for the Hindus to pursue ? Is it in their interest to
insist that the Muslim India should remain part of India so
that they may have a safe border, or is it in their interest to
welcome its separation from India so that they may have a safe
Army ? The Musalmans of this area are hostile to the Hindus.
As to this, there can be no doubt. Which is then better for the
Hindus : Should these Musalmans be without and against or
should they be within and against ? If the question is asked
to any prudent man, there will be only one answer, namely,
that if the Musalmans are to be against the Hindus, it is
better that they should be without and against, rather than
within and against. Indeed, it is a consummation devoutly to
be wished that the Muslims should be without. That is the
only way of getting rid of the Muslim preponderance in the
Indian Army.

How can it be brought about ? Here again, there is only
one way to bring it about and that is to support the scheme of
Pakistan. Once Pakistan is created, Hindustan, having ample
resources in men and money, can have an Army which it can call
its own and there will be nobody to dictate as to how it should be



100 DR. BABASAHEB AMBEDKAR : WRITINGS AND SPEECHES

used and against whom it should be used. The defence of
Hindustan, far from being weakened by the creation of Pakistan,
will be infinitely improved by it.

The Hindus do not seem to realize at what disadvantage
they are placed from the point of view of their defence, by
their exclusion from the Army. Much less do they know that,
strange as it may appear, they are in fact purchasing this
disadvantage at a very heavy price.

The Pakistan area which is the main recruiting ground of
the present Indian Army, contributes very little to the Central
Exchequer as will be seen from the following figures :—

Contribution to the Central Exchequer

Rs.
Punjab 1,18,01,385
North-West Frontier 9,28,294
Sind 5,86,46,915
Baluchistan Nil
Total 7,13,76,594

As against this the provinces of Hindustan contribute as
follows:—

Rs.

Madras 9,53,26,745
Bombay 22,53,44,247
Bengal* 12,00,00,000
U.P. 4,05,53,000
Bihar 1,54,37,742
C. P. & Berar 31,42,682
Assam 1,87,55,967
Orissa 5,67,346

Total 51,91,27,729

*Only 1/2 revenue is shown because nearly 1/2 population is Hindu.
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The Pakistan Provinces, it will be seen, contribute very
little. The main contribution comes from the Provinces of
Hindustan. In fact, it is the money contributed by the Provinces
of Hindustan which enables the Government of India to carry
out its activities in the Pakistan Provinces. The Pakistan
Provinces are a drain on the Provinces of Hindustan. Not
only do they contribute very little to the Central Government
but they receive a great deal from the Central Government.
The revenue of the Central Government amounts to Rs. 121
crores. Of this, about Rs. 52 crores are annually spent on the
Army. In what area is this amount spent ? Who pays the bulk
of this amount of Rs. 52 crores ? The bulk of this amount of
Rs. 52 crores which is spent on the Army is spent over the
Muslim Army drawn from the Pakistan area. Now the bulk
of this amount of Rs. 52 crores is contributed by the Hindu
Provinces and is spent on an Army which for the most part
consists of non-Hindus ! ! How many Hindus are aware of this
tragedy ? How many know at whose cost this tragedy is being
enacted ? Today the Hindus are not responsible for it because
they cannot prevent it. The question is whether they will allow
this tragedy to continue. If they mean to stop it, the surest
way of putting an end to it is to allow the scheme of Pakistan
to take effect. To oppose it, is to buy a sure weapon of their
own destruction. A safe Army is better than a safe border.
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