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present time. I personally am in favour of the suggestion that this Police 
Act should be included in the Schedule which requires today the previous 
sanction of the Governor-General or the Government of India.

There is another point to which I should like to draw your attention with 
respect to the question of the Police and the Department of Law and Order 
a point which I raised also in the Provincial Constitution Sub-Committee. 
This question has been considered, of course, from the standpoint of the 
responsibility of the future Provincial Governments. It seems to me that 
this question has also to be considered from the standpoint of the different 
minorities in the Provinces and the emergency occasions which may arise 
on occasions of communal trouble and such other emergencies. It seems to 
me that it is indeed a great safeguard for the minorities in the different 
Provinces to know which officer belonging to what community is going to 
administer law and order in that particular locality when a communal riot 
has taken place. We are all aware that all Police Officers are accused of 
partiality and of showing favour to one community or the other. There may 
not be sufficient justification for that accusation ; but there may be cases 
when there may be abundant justification for the partiality of the officers 
operating law and order in those particular localities. It seems to me that 
it is very necessary in the interests of the protection of the minorities that 
the transfer and posting of Police Officers should not be, at least in times of 
emergency, in the hands of Ministers. It may be that a Minister who may 
have a communal majority in the Province may on any particular occasion 
shift a Police Officer who may not favour the particular community to which 
he belongs.

Mr. Zafrullah Khan: Ordinarily the Inspector-General does it

Dr. Ambedkar: I know that in the Bombay Presidency a great row was 
created on account of the transfer of Police Officers. I do not know whether 
it was done under the Inspector of Police or by the Officer in charge; but I 
think that is a great safeguard which it is necessary to provide for in the 
future Constitution of India.

My specific proposal is this, that in cases of emergency, as a riot or 
communal trouble takes place, the Governor should have over-riding powers 
over the Minister in different localities with regard to the Police.

Fifth Sitting—12th January 1931
*Chairman : Doctor Ambedkar, Mr. Zafrullah Khan, and Sardar Sampuran 

Singh are averse to further recruitment on an All-India basis for the Indian 
Civil Service, save in respect of the European element in that Service. Some 
members are of opinion that recruitment for Judicial Offices should no longer 
be made from the Indian Civil Service.

Dr. Ambedkar: Also the Indian Police Service, Sir.

Chairman: You want to put in, do you, “for the Indian Civil Service and

†Proceedings of Sub-Committee No. VIII (Services), p. 198.


