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Member: Quite right.

Dr. Ambedkar: But 1 cannot understand, for instance, how weightage
can be allowed on the ground of political importance, or loyalty, or services
rendered either to the Empire or to the British Government. I think if we
adopt that principle, we shall land ourselves in very difficult circumstances
from which it will be difficult to extricate ourselves.

Regarding the question of the representation of the Depressed Classes in
the Central Legislature. If you have again adult suffrage for the election
of members of the Central Legislature, then, of course, the Depressed
Classes will claim separate representation in the Legislature, such number
of seats being allotted to them in conjunction with the seats allotted to
other minorities. But if your representation is to be by a suffrage which
is higher or much higher, based on property, and so much higher that
the Depressed Classes will probably be entirely left out, then I am afraid
the Depressed Classes will have to claim indirect election to the Central
Legislature, carried on by electoral colleges composed of members of the
Depressed Classes, in the Provincial Legislature, in Municipalities, and in
district local boards. That is all that I have to say so far as the Depressed
Classes are concerned.

Having said all that I need say let me add one thing in conclusion that
this whole question of minority representation is really the crux of the
whole situation, and if the majority community desire that all minorities
should associate with them in having or in claiming, a constitution which
will give India what they call Dominion Status, or what we prefer to call
Government by the people, for the people and in the name of the people,
then I am afraid that the majority community must see to it that all fears
of the minorities are set at rest. Otherwise it may not be possible for us
to take what I do not conceal from myself is the risk that most of us are
taking in claiming Dominion Status.
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TChairman: The proposal that has just been made makes it impossible
for us to go on and adopt the Draft Report that is in front of us, because,
of course, it changes the whole circumstances. If you would be agreeable,
I should propose to adjourn this Sub-Committee now, and I will also, you
being agreeable, propose to remain in the Chair and to ask that those of
you who are specially interested should meet and we must include Dr.
Ambedkar.

Dr. Ambedkar: 1 am obliged to you, Sir.

Chairman: Oh, yes, we must include him and see whether by an exchange
of opinions across the table we could not come to an agreement.
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