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*ON THE BOMBAY PRIMARY EDUCATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL: 1

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar : 1 find it very difficult to follow this section ; if I
heard him correctly with reference to what he said that we should not think
of a democratic constitution for the board contemplated under section 2A, 1
agree with him on the point. This board is intended to be a body of experts.
Those members who are supposed to be elected by the school boards on the
provincial board ex-hypothesi may be persons who will merely express the
views of the general public. They could not bring to the work of this board
expert mind. Obviously by their constitution, they could not. The other six
members are to be appointed by Government. There is nothing in this section
to suggest that Government bind themselves to appoint only persons who will
be experts in education. The clause merely says that three shall be appointed
by the Provincial Government. There is nothing to indicate that the three
shall be experts on education. Therefore, analysing the whole constitution
of the Provincial Board, beyond the three Government officers, who will be
there, there is certainly no guarantee that the board as a majority will have
experts on it. Therefore, my honourable friend should accept the principle
suggested by the honourable member Mr. Bhole that this ought to be looked
at as a democratic institution. From that point of view, the elective principle
should prevail over nomination principle. If my honourable friend says that it
ought not to be looked at as a democratic institution but as a body intended
to give advice, he must provide for it by saying that the board shall consist
of a majority of experts on education. I suggest to him whether he will accept
some such amendment “three members to be appointed by the Provincial
Government shall be appointed from people who are known as experts on
education”. He should not leave the matter vague as it is. Government in
its weaker moments—Government have weaker moments as Governments
and we have our weaker moments—may appoint persons who may not be
experts. It will frustrate the very object underlying this clause.

The Honourable Mr. B. G. Kher : I am much indebted to the honourable
member Dr. Ambedkar for replying in effect to the amendment brought
forward by a member of his own party. I confess, I myself could not have
put forth more convincing arguments against the amendment.
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