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THEY ALONE RISE WHO STRIVE

A public meeting was held at Mazgaon, Bombay in the last 
week of February 1933. In this meeting Dr. B. R. Ambedkar 
said,

“I am in a situation in which Tilak was once placed. As 
long as the opponents curse me, it is taken for granted that 
my work for you is on the right lines and is justified. During 
the last two thousand years never was such an attempt made 
to annihilate Untouchability. The Untouchables are now 
convinced that the demand for Swaraj and the cause of the 
Hindus will suffer for want of support from the Depressed 
Classes. What the Hindus do for you is not by way of charity 
or mercy. They do it for their own welfare as well. The mission 
of our movement is to fight out tyranny, injustice and false 
traditions, and to undo all privileges and release the harassed 
people from bondage. Our cause has gained recognition because 
of our ceaseless struggle.”

“Give up eating carrion. People ask me then what they 
should eat. In reply, I ask you to remember the example of a 
virtuous woman. She will never accept the life of a prostitute 
for betterment though she falls on evil days. She suffers for 
self-respect. Learn to live in this world with self-respect. You 
should always cherish some ambition to do something in this 
world. They alone rise who strive. Some of you nurse the wrong 
notion that you will not rise in this world. But remember 
that the age of helplessness is ended. A new epoch has set 
in. All things are now possible because of your being able to 
participate in the politics and legislatures of this country.”1

1 : Keer, Pp. 233-234.


