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* Labour Member’s visit to Jharia Coalfields

The Hon’ble Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, Labour Member, the Hon’ble
Mr. H.C. Prior, Secretary, Labour Department, and Mr. R.S.
Nimbkar, Labour Welfare Adviser to the Government of India,
visited Dhanbad recently to study working conditions in the
coalfields.

During their stay at Dhanbad, they discussed with employers
and employees, proposals to increase the production of coal and
to deal with the situation arising out of the labour shortage in
the fields.

With the reintroduction of the employment of women
underground, the question of giving concessions to colliery labour
and to improve welfare conditions in the fields has assumed
additional importance. It is learnt that the Central Government
are taking immediate steps to secure food and other concessions
for the workers. Difficulties arising out of insufficiency of food
supplies in Bengal and insufficient concessions to workers, both in
Bengal and Bihar, have been under the consideration of Labour
Department for some time.

The question was discussed at the recent Coal Conference
held in New Delhi, and it is understood that further consultations
took place with the industry during the Labour Member’s stay
at Dhanbad.
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